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Section Weightage

Reasoning Ability 30%

Quantitative Aptitude 28%
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20%

C O M P E T I T I V E  R E A L I T Y

50L+
Applications filed annually — making IBPS PO one of

India's most competitive government recruitment exams,

with a selection ratio under 0.5%

Understanding the Battlefield Before You Enter It

IBPS PO is not an exam you can walk into with general intelligence alone. It rewards

structured familiarity — knowing exactly what question types appear, which topics carry

disproportionate marks, and how the sectional time pressure interacts with individual
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Crack IBPS PO in 2025 — Work
Smarter, Not Just Harder
A data-backed preparation blueprint covering exam structure,

subject weightages, phase-wise planning, and the smartest practice

resources for serious bank aspirants.



accuracy. The aspirants who clear it consistently are not necessarily the fastest or the

most mathematically gifted. They are the ones who have studied the exam itself as

carefully as they study the subjects inside it.

The preliminary examination is a 60-minute sprint across three sections: English

Language (30 questions), Quantitative Aptitude (35 questions), and Reasoning Ability

(35 questions). Sectional cutoffs apply, meaning a strong performance in one section

cannot bail out a weak one. The Mains exam raises the stakes significantly, adding a

General/Economy/Banking Awareness section and a Descriptive Paper on English

Language covering letter and essay writing.

"Scoring in IBPS PO is not about attempting everything — it is about attempting

the right questions with near-perfect accuracy while leaving the traps

untouched."

The Irreplaceable Value of Simulated Testing

There is a well-documented gap between students who study topics and students who

practise under exam conditions. Reading about puzzle-based reasoning is fundamentally

different from solving a 5-variable circular arrangement under a 20-minute sectional

clock. The brain needs to be trained not just in knowledge but in retrieval speed,

decision-making under pressure, and the discipline of moving on from a stuck question.

This is precisely why full-length simulated tests are the single most high-leverage

preparation activity once your conceptual foundation is in place. A quality IBPS PO Mock

Test replicates the actual interface, sectional timers, question distribution, and difficulty

calibration of the live exam — conditions that classroom study and static PDFs simply

cannot replicate. Regular mock testing also generates performance data that helps you

identify whether your accuracy drops specifically in the last 10 minutes of a section, or

whether data interpretation is consistently slowing you down.
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Foundation Phase — Weeks 1–4

02

Application Phase — Weeks 5–8

https://www.mockers.in/exam/ibps-po-mock-test
https://www.mockers.in/exam/ibps-po-mock-test


Why Past Papers Are a Preparation Category of Their Own

Mock tests and past papers serve different but complementary purposes. Mock tests

are designed to simulate difficulty and expose weaknesses in real time. Past papers

reveal something more foundational — the philosophy of the exam itself. They show you

how IBPS has consistently framed certain question types, which topics have appeared in

multiple years without fail, and how the language of options is crafted to trip up

candidates who have surface-level understanding.

Studying the IBPS PO Previous Year Question Paper sets from the past five to seven

years gives you a reliable map of the exam's terrain. You begin to notice that Data

Sufficiency appears with predictable regularity in Reasoning, that Reading

Comprehension passages often come from economic policy or social science contexts,

and that Number Series in Quant tends to follow a limited repertoire of sequence types.

This pattern recognition is a legitimate competitive edge.

Building Your Edge in General and Banking Awareness

Cover concepts topic by topic. Build a

formula sheet for Quant. Work through

grammar rules and vocabulary roots for

English. Do not attempt full mocks yet —

targeted topic tests only.

Begin sectional mocks. Focus on

question selection strategy. Track time

per question type and start identifying

which Reasoning puzzles to attempt

first, second, and last.
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Mock Intensive Phase — Weeks 9–12

Full-length mocks every two to three

days. Analyse every mock within 24

hours. Maintain an error log noting

whether mistakes were conceptual,

careless, or time-management failures.
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Final Consolidation — Week 13+

Freeze strategy. Stop experimenting with

new approaches. Revise your error log

and formula sheet daily. Maintain

attempt targets and accuracy

benchmarks from your best mock

performances.

https://www.mockers.in/exam/ibps-po-pyqs


One section many aspirants underestimate in the Mains examination is General and

Banking Awareness. Unlike the other three sections, this one cannot be improved through

practice speed or error analysis alone — it is almost entirely dependent on consistent,

structured current affairs revision over several months. Banking and financial awareness,

RBI policy decisions, government schemes, and international economic developments

form the core of this section.

Dedicating 20 to 30 minutes daily to a reliable current affairs source, combined with a

monthly revision of banking sector news, is the only sustainable way to build this

section's score. Attempting this section's questions in previous year papers also reveals

the types of static banking knowledge — SWIFT codes, Basel norms, banking regulation

history — that reappear with surprising frequency.

Ultimately, IBPS PO success belongs to aspirants who treat the exam as a system to be

understood rather than a mountain to be overcome with sheer effort. Strategy,

simulation, and pattern analysis are the three pillars. Build them deliberately, and the

result takes care of itself.

This article is intended for educational and informational purposes only. Exam details, vacancy counts,

and syllabus are subject to official IBPS notifications. Always refer to the official IBPS website for

authoritative updates.


